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1. A process for the preparation of substantially racemic 2-i[2-(4. 

hydroxyphenyl)ethyl]tUo}-3-[4-(2-{4-[(n,ethylsulfonyl)oxy^^ 

s phenyl]propanoic acid which con,>rises reacting 2-{[2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)ethyl]thio}-3-[4- 
(244-[(n.thylsulfonyl)oxy]phcnoxy}ethyl)phenyl]p^^^ acid enriched in one enantiomer 
With a base in an inert solvent. 

2. A process according to claim 1 wherein the acid is converted into an ester prior to 
10 racemisation or during the racemisation- 

3. A process according to claim 2 wherein the racemised ester is then hydrolysed to give 
the racemic acid. 



15 4. A process according to claim 1 comprising reacting 2-{[2-(4- 
hydroxyphenyl)ethyl]thio>-3-[4-(2-{4-[(n.thylsullbnyl)^^^^^ 

acxd enriched in one enantiomer with a halosilane ia the presence of a nitrog«xous base in 
the presence of an inert solvent at a ten^iature in the range of 0 to 150»C. 



20 5 



A process for tto preparation of sabstanaally racemic 2.{[2-(4-l,ydroxyphenyl)- 
efhyl]auo)-3.(4.(2-{4-[(,I«h,tolfonyl)oxy]phenoxy)ed.yl)-ple„y^^^ acid which 

con>p™es.eaca,,g2.{[2K4.hydroxyph»yl)eayl]aHo)-3-[4-(2-,4-[^^^^ 
phe^xyjettyDpheayflpropanoic acid enriched in one enan.ion>er witt chlo«>rtn«fl,yWIane 
m tte presence of 1,8 diazabicyclo[5.4.0) u«.ec-7-ene in ae p..^ of an iner. aolvcn. a. a 
25 ten^erature in the range of 0 to ISO'^C. 

6. A process according to claim 4 comprising reacting a compound of fbnnula I 




SO2CH3 
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enriched in one enantiomer with a chlorosilane of fommla ClSiR^R^R^ in which , 
and R' independently represent a alkyl group or aryl in the presence of a nitrogenous 
base in the presence of an inert solvent at a temperature in the range of 0 to ISO'C to give a 
cornpound of formula II 




O — SiR^RV 



SO2CH3 o 



5 II 

in which R\r^, and are previously defined which is hydrolysed to give 
compound of fommla HI 



a racemic 




SO2CH3 



III 



10 7, A con^iound of formula n 




O — SIR^R^R^ 



O — SiR^R^ 



SO.CHg 



wherein R , R , and R^ independenUy represent a Ci^ alkyl group or aryL 
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8. A coix^MDimd of fonmla IV 





O— Si(CH3y 



3/3 



S02CH3 



O— Si(CH3)3 



IV 



